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 Retrieved May 6, 2012, If you have any additional comments on this item or if there are any corrections that need to be made, please contact us.This invention relates generally to networking, and more particularly to synchronization of data across nodes in a network. In networks, a single source may wish to distribute a data set to multiple sinks. To provide reliability, the source may broadcast a data
set to all sinks in the network. The network may receive the broadcast data set, and the data may be distributed in a manner such that the sinks receive all or portions of the data set. Distributing data sets to sinks in this manner may be referred to as xe2x80x9cpeer-to-peerxe2x80x9d delivery. This method of distribution may be desirable in networks in which the sinks are small devices, such as portable
devices, handheld devices, or other devices in which it may be undesirable to employ a central server. This method of distribution may also be desirable in a network in which the sinks are mobile. The sinks may be separated by large distances. The sinks may be spread across multiple floors of a building or even across multiple buildings. The methods of distribution in a peer-to-peer network may be

more efficient than traditional methods of broadcasting data sets. A single source may broadcast to multiple sinks in a peer-to-peer network, rather than having to broadcast to every single sink in a centralized network. The efficiency in distributing data sets may be due to the fact that the network is self-organizing. The peers receive the broadcast data sets and process and save the data sets to their own
memory. Thus, the data may be distributed among the peers as they communicate. The delivery of data sets in peer-to-peer networks may be more efficient than other methods of delivery. The peer-to-peer delivery method may distribute data sets faster than other methods of distribution. In traditional distribution methods, a source may broadcast a data set to a server. The server may, in turn, deliver

the data set to the sinks. The server may be a device with a large amount of memory, and thus may store the entire data set before delivery. The delivery time may thus be 82157476af
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